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Newsletter No. 8 December 2011
Dear Volunteers,
This will be my New Year message. I am sending it a little early because I wanted to be the first to wish you a Happy New Year. And also because I wanted to make a special plea to those of you who have joined a mission in the past, but who may not have renewed that experience in the last year or two, to sign up again! And I wanted to get your attention before anyone else!  

Last year 20 missions comprising well over 100 Volunteers completed over 1000 mosquito net hernia repairs (see later), for the priceless reward of knowing that without their effort those patients would today still be suffering from incapacitating hernias. 

So, with 16 missions already planned for 2012, this is a Call for More Volunteers.

Other news includes: 
· The establishment of two bursaries (each for a duration of 5 years), co-sponsored by the Association of Surgeons in Training to give an opportunity to 2 trainees to join Operation Hernia missions in 2012-2016
· The launch of our new website in February, which will facilitate Operation Hernia’s use of social networking as a fundraising tool and in which there will be a Volunteer’s section to facilitate recruitment and mission management

· A publication in the Christmas Edition of the British Medical Journal about Operation Hernia and its promotion of mosquito net mesh for hernia repair. You can access the article at: http://bmj.com/cgi/content/full/bmj.d7448.

I am looking forward to working with as many of you as possible in the coming Year

With best wishes
Andrew  
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